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6 August 2020 

Welcome to Primary 1 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 
We are delighted to be back at school and are looking forward to welcoming our new Primary 
1’s and their families to Ferryhill next week. Due to the unforeseen changes that have occurred 
as a result of COVID-19 much of the information and guidelines shared with you previously 
have changed. The biggest change being that the children will be returning to school full time. 
We understand that you may be feeling a mixture of apprehension and excitement regarding 
your child starting school, however, please be reassured that we are committed to working with 
you and your family to ensure the best possible start for your child in Primary 1 and want to 
make sure that they feel safe, happy and secure in school. 
 
Starting school 
 
As advised by The City of Edinburgh Council the Primary 1’s will attend for a full day rather than 
for an hour each day in their first week. The return to school will be phased from Wednesday 
12th August. All Edinburgh schools are grouping the children according to their surname over 
two days. Please see the following for details of your 
child’s return to school.  
 
  Child’s surname 
  Begins with: 

Wednesday 
12 August 

Thursday 
13 August 

Friday 
14 August 

A - L Start back and attend 
school full day 

Do not attend Attend full day 

M - Z Do not attend Start back and attend 
school full day 

Attend full day 

 
Changes to Minimise Spread of the Virus 
 
To minimise the spread of the virus, we need to put changes in place. Physical distancing 
between adults and between adults and children from different families must be observed. This 
is to promote everyone’s safety. This means normal access into the school for parents and 
carers will be severely restricted to maintain the safety of everyone. However, to ensure a 
positive start to school we recognise that it is important that our Primary 1 parents are able to 
support their child into school. All Primary 1 parents are welcome to stay in the playground with 



 
 
 

                                                                                                              

 

their child until the class is collected by their teacher and that you are there to greet your child 
at the end of a long day.  
 
Please note that the start times for school are staggered to minimise contact between families. 
Children in P1, P2 and P3 will start at 9.00 am and finish at 2.55 pm. 
 
Breaktimes and lunchtimes 
 
The Primary 1 pupils have their own playground. Breaktime will be staggered to allow one class 
at a time to enjoy their time in the playground.  At lunchtime the children will eat their packed 
lunches in their classroom. Lunch time will also be staggered to minimise the amount of contact 
between classes and to keep all our children safe.  
 
Transition 
 
Understandably, due to the unprecedented circumstances we find ourselves in this year, our 
planned liaison and school visits have not been able to be take place. When we can our 
Primary 1 parent’s will be invited to a curriculum session where the Primary 1 curriculum and 
general class procedures will be shared. The session will also explain more about what learning 
through play looks like in Primary One and how you can help support what your child’s learning 
at home. You will also have the opportunity to visit your child’s class and speak to their teacher. 
 
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact the school. In the 
meantime, please visit our school website and look at our ‘New to Primary 1’ section which 
provides a range of information to support your child’s smooth transition into school. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Rhian Chapman 
Depute Head Teacher 


