
 

 

Ferryhill Primary School 

Department of Art and Design 
Wednesday, 1st of April 2020, Lockdown Day 9.   

 

Hello boys and girls 

It is another sunny morning in Edinburgh. Have you done your workout yet? My day 

starts with Joe Wicks’s PE lesson on YouTube. I stay in a first floor flat and my 

downstairs neighbours’ ceiling would probably come down if I started jumping like a 

kangaroo. Therefor my workouts take place in the far end of our shared garden 

much to the amusement of my four-year-old neighbour.  

Usually, on Wednesdays I would be at school though, and so would you. No jumping 

– at least not in Art. On Wednesdays I would be teaching in the Upper School. A 

special shout out to you. Hello Clay, hello Bryony, and hello to all Leos and Sophies. 

I hope you are tuned in!  

Today’s lesson is inspired by an Edinburgh artist who found his way to Art through 

sweet wrappers. He used to work in his parents’ shop as a boy and was fascinated 

by the patterns and different typefaces on sweet wrappers. He used to collect them 

and make collages. I’ll give you a few more clues and wonder if you can find out his 

name.  

• He was born on the 7th of March 1924 in Leith, and he is no longer alive.  

• He is best known for his large sculptures. In fact, one of his sculptures is so 

large that an Edinburgh Art Gallery had to remove part of a ceiling to make his 

work fit into the museum. This sculpture is called ‘Vulcan’.  

• You can visit his studio at Modern Two, the former ‘Dean Gallery’, which is 

just a 30min walk from Ferryhill Primary School.  

• He has an Italian name and his surname starts in the letter ‘P’.  

Who is the artist? There will be a special merit for those who find out.  



 

 

 

Materials required for today’s lesson: Scissors, pencil, ruler, sweet wrappers or 

any old magazines, white paper A3 or A4.  

Task: 

• Cut up your sweet wrappers into squares of 3x3cm. Use a ruler.  

• Measure twice, cut once! Be accurate. If you do not want to measure and cut 

each square individually, make up a cardboard template of a square. Then cut 

round it. This method saves time.  

• Make two piles. One pile contains squares without writing. The other pile 

contains writing.  

• Glue down a square from the first pile. Start in the centre of your white sheet. 

Then select another square and place it beside it. Do the colours clash? Do 

they match? Is the pattern continued or interrupted?   

• Create a small collage. Make sure that everything is aligned. All edges must 

have the same length and the corners need to point towards each other. 

• Ensure that each square is carefully glued down. 

•  Your collage can be as small as nine squares or as large as you want. You 

decide where each square is placed. Sometimes the choice is easy, 

sometimes it is difficult.  

 

‘And what is the point of this?’, I can hear some of you say.  

I would answer, ‘to create an abstract piece of art work it is good to clear your mind 

from everything you know or have seen. You start with coloured squares. All of you 

will improve your cutting skills with this task. You will practice accuracy. This is as 

important for making architectural models as it is for surgeons or tool makers. 

Accuracy is everything. Most of the time.  

In this task you will also learn to be playful, as there is no right or wrong, no rule 

where you place your squares. It is entirely up to you. You train your eyes to observe 

each wrapper in detail. You assess it and decide whether it is suitable and worthy to 

be included in your art project. The materials 

we use are cheap. This is a good thing, as 

you needn’t be worried about the costs when 

things do not work out. You’d just cut a few 

new squares.  

 

If you have spare time: 

Make another collage using the squares 

displaying letters. You needn’t fill all gaps. 

There can be blanks which you fill with little 

drawings. Use your imagination.  



 

 

Display your finished artwork in a prominent place in your flat. Could you put it in a 

spare frame? It would make an excellent birthday present for an Art lover or an aunt. 

Alternatively, sell your work and use the profit to buy more art materials.  

Have fun and remember to clean up after this project.  

Dr Stahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   


