
Ferryhill Primary School Head Teacher’s Weekly Newsletter 

Friday, 6th December 2019 

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas …” at Ferryhill ! This is a particularly busy 
time for us with lots of good things going on around the school.  

Last week’s newsletter saw us busy setting up for the Parent Council’s School Fayre. 
What a successful event it was ! Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 
contribute to the £2048 raised, it breaks all fundraising totals during my 8 years at 
Ferryhill. Thank you as well to everyone who supported this event. Of this money, £4 
goes to reduce the cost of the pantomime visit for every single child. If you are finding 
it difficult to meet the cost of the pantomime, please contact a member of staff and 
we’ll do our best to help. We don’t want any child to miss out on this outing. 

This week P1 started to learn about symmetry. They started to make symmetrical 
pictures and used mirrors to find the line of symmetry in shapes. Our P2s and P3s 
performed wonderful nativity shows this week and our audiences clearly enjoyed 
these. Thank you to all the staff who worked on these and special thanks to Miss 
Cruickshank, Mrs Nicholson and Mr Anderson who led the nativity this year. P4B have 
enjoyed exploring the advert – Excitable Edgar. We’ve been writing descriptions of 
both the setting and characters, as well as retelling the story from the point of view of 
the dragon. We’re looking forward to using the iPads to recreate our own Excitable 
Edgar advert next week. P5A have been focusing on 2D shape in maths this week. 
We’ve been learning note-taking skills and tested our impressive Mary Queen of Scots 
knowledge with a ‘Kahoot’ team quiz. P6A have been learning about fractions this 
week, both indoors and outdoors. We are continuing to develop our letter writing skills 
and have been learning about the battle of Passchendaele in our WW1 topic. This 
week P6B have been finding fractions of amounts in maths, creating movies about 
Christmas traditions in Scotland and letter writing from the front line trenches back 
home to their loved ones in literacy. Both Primary 7 classes are continuing to learn 
about World War 2 and the Blitz. This week we have been bringing history to life by 
using augmented reality clips of a British offensive over Germany. We've also been 
continuing to conduct our own research about the war looking at our areas of interest 
using ICT. 

This week has been the final week of gymnastics for most classes. All classes have 
worked incredibly hard and enjoyed using a variety of equipment to perfect their skills. 
P6A and P7A have been using a gymnastics skills card to give feedback to other pupils 
in the class and set targets for the skills and equipment they wanted to use next. P6B 
said goodbye to the senior pupils from Broughton High School who came in to deliver 
some fitness alongside their gymnastics lessons. 

Congratulations to Mahiya whose winning entry for the Winter Windows Competition 
hosted by Edinburgh's Christmas and the City of Edinburgh Council is now lit and on 
public display at West Parliament Square, City Chambers, undoubtedly one of the 
most prestigious addresses in town. 

Behaviour in the playground is needing some work as a few children are forgetting the 
first Golden Rule, “we are gentle !” We’re looking at new playground zones, revised 



arrangements for supervision and both positive reward and sanctions. We’re working 
on this now and hope to report improvements soon. 

 

Please take a note of some of the dates coming up this month: 

Mon 9th 2 pm  P6B Class Assembly (postponed from earlier) 

Thurs 12th 2 pm  P4B Class Assembly 

Fri 13th 12 pm  Nursery Christmas Sing A Long 

Mon 16th 2.15p m P1 Sing A Long 

Tues 17th 9.00 am Primary classes visit to the pantomime in Dunfermline 

  9.30 am Nursery Christmas Parties 

Wed 18th 1.30 pm P1/2 Christmas Party 

Thurs 19th 9.15 am P6/7 Christmas Party 

  1.30 pm P3-P5 Christmas Party 

Fri 20th 12.00 pm We close early for the Christmas Holiday ! 

We open again to pupils on Thursday, 9th January. This is after two days of in-service 
training for the staff. 

 

Stewart Crabb - Head Teacher 
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