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A conspiracy of ravens have now taken residence at Stockbridge Library. Created by P7 pupils from 
Ferryhill Primary School they mark the advent of the longer darker nights. Thanks to our art specialist 
Dr Stahl for her work installing the ravens at the library and promoting our children’s wonderful art 
work. 

The whole school have taken part in an anti-bullying focus and the slogan this year is, 'Change 
Starts With Us'. The classes will be sharing their learning in our anti-bullying assembly on Friday 
and we're looking forward to a play, written and performed by P5B. We’ve been learning: 

 what bullying is 
 how it feels to experience bullying behaviour 
 the role of witnesses or bystanders makes bullying worse or better 
 why people engage in bullying behaviour 
 how to keep themselves safe and get help if experiencing bullying 
 that bullying is unacceptable and should not be tolerated 

The children in the nursery had a visit from Michelle in the school kitchen this week as part of our 
‘People Who Help Us’ focus.  We learned about the things she has to wear to protect her and us.  We 
enjoyed telling her about the things we like to eat for the hot lunches.  We’ve also started learning 
the songs for our Christmas sing-a-long which made us all very, very excited. P1A enjoyed making 
and tasting plum crumble with Mrs Bannerman this week. They are excited to take the recipe home 
to their families. P1B drew stories about a Castle Adventure this week. They came up with exciting 
stories that included unicorns, soldiers and princesses and had a lot of fun acting out their stories. 
P3 have been working hard on their nativity lines and the costumes have all been looked out. Well 
done to those who are speaking and singing their lines with confidence – don’t forget to keep 
practising at home too. This week you will all have been given a fabulous read, write, count bag, 
filled with activities and stories for you to enjoy at home. We have looked at them in class and hope 
you enjoy using them with your child. P4B have been enjoying creating Egyptian jewellery with Dr 
Stahl during their art lesson, in preparation for their assembly on the 12th of December. In P5A our 
Mary Queen of Scots topic is now well underway and we are looking forward to our trip to Holyrood 
Palace in a few weeks. This week we have also started imaginative writing sessions with woodland 
story settings. We have been exploring the school woods using our different senses and finding lots 
of interesting ideas and ‘wow’ vocabulary. P5B have been busy preparing their assembly about 
bullying and will be presenting it to the other classes on Friday morning. We have been learning lots 
about Mary, Queen of Scots this week in preparation for our trip to Holyrood Palace on Monday. 
P6A have been learning through their topic of WW1 this week.  They have imagined themselves as 
a soldier writing a letter home to inform a loved one that they are joining the army and have designed 
and built a parachute for a WW1 reconnaissance pilot!  Did you know that the majority did not want 
pilots to be given parachutes because they felt that they would be more likely to abandon their 
planes if they got into trouble? P6B have been learning about the horrible life in the trenches during 
WWI and how to write informal letters to friends or family. P7A took part in the whole school's 
Everyone Reading In Class Event on Wednesday 20th November as part of Scottish Book Week. 
They also watched an Author's Live event where they were learning about the Scot's language and 
have been developing their literacy skills further by writing newspaper reports. P7B have been busy 
programming a series of short animations using block based coding for our anti-bullying 
assembly.  They’ve created scenarios aimed at answering the question, “is this bullying?” and are 
excited to share them with the rest of the school. In PE all classes are continuing to work hard on 
their gymnastics skills. The focus for this week was jumping and beginning to join all their skills 
together making sequences on the floor and the apparatus. Some classes have also experienced 



some Scottish themed dancing learning the ‘patty cake polka’ and focussing on their teamwork, 
timing and helping one another to complete the dance correctly.  

Please help us think about what we’re doing well in school and what we can do better. We’d be 
grateful if you could complete the survey we emailed to you by Friday, 29th November. 

Our School Fayre is on Thursday, 28th November. Tickets are on sale from Parent Council members 
in the front entrance each morning from 8.45 am. Remember that £4 from the Fayre goes to reduce 
the cost for every single child to visit the pantomime. We really need helpers, if you can even give 
30 mins on a stall then please message the Parent Council on Facebook, drop into one of our Friday 
morning planning meetings or email us: ferryhillparentcouncil@yahoo.co.uk to let us know. Usborne 
Books will be at the School Fayre and for every £10 you spend the school will receive up to £6 of 
books for free.   The link below is to 'The Complete Usborne List’: 
   
https://issuu.com/usbornebooksathome/docs/catalogue_2019_issu_usbah_edition_9?fbclid=IwAR
1Vyk39WZz874hTejOs-BMfcSgspZCXQ-borkNb2yBwd5KyNLm-L0QNHdY 
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