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It's been a busy week in nursery with the children keen to talk about bonfires and 
fireworks so we learned how to stay safe. The children have been exploring our 
hospital role play area as part of our learning around 'People who help us'. We had a 
visit from Eloise's mum who is a nurse. She explained some of the things that might 
happen if you need to visit hospital. We thought about some of the things she said 
during our role play activities when we were pretending to be doctors, nurses and 
patients. P1 have been learning all about hibernating animals this week. They looked 
at the different shelters animals use in hibernation and then used different construction 
materials to make their own hibernating homes for animals. They made fantastic cosy 
shelters that protected the animals from predators. P1/2 and P2 had a very successful 
trip to the National Museum of Scotland.  They thoroughly enjoyed seeing the different 
displays and using the interactive areas.  Behaviour was excellent and they 
represented our school well; showing good manners on public transport and in the 
museum. P3B have enjoyed learning about shapes and tessellation. We enjoyed 
getting out into the playground to look for signs of tessellation around us. We took 
photos on the iPads of the bricks at the circle, the mats at the trim trail and even 
realised the hopscotch painted on the playground is an example too. P4A have started 
their new topic, Ancient Egypt. We decided as a class what we wanted to learn and 
made a mind map that is displayed in our classroom. This week we have been learning 
about where Egypt is, what the capital city is and why the River Nile is so 
important. P4B have been learning Egyptian songs in music this week as well as 
making Egyptian jewellery with Dr Stahl. P5A have been working hard in class this 
week. In Literacy, we’ve been writing thank you letters to our swimming teachers which 
we will send to Craigroyston High School. We’ve also had some great discussions 
about different problems and issues in the world to start off our ‘Make a Difference’ 
Health and Wellbeing topic. It’s been a very busy week for P5B. The children put on 
their class assembly and told everyone about The Gunpowder Plot. They all spoke 
with confidence and we have some budding actors in the making. The children did 
really well. Thank you P5B and Miss Scott. They also had their first trip to Craigroyston 
for swimming. The children really enjoyed themselves and are looking forward to many 
more weeks when they can improve their swimming skills. P6A tell me about 
subtraction by counting forwards and backwards and the story of the Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand. P6B have being learning about the first soldier shot in WWI, 16 year old 
John Parr, and the Battle of Mons in Belgium.  P7 classes have been recapping what 
they learnt about the Scottish Parliament in advance of their trips next week. If you 
have not already done so, please ensure the completed permission slips are returned 
to school and the trip has been paid for on Parent Pay. In Maths P7 have been 
identifying equivalent fractions and simplifying fractions.  

All pupils have been focussing on balance and rotations in PE this week. Some 
fantastic skills are being showcased ranging from forward rolls and planks to pupils 
performing more complex skills on apparatus. This week we also welcomed senior 
pupils from Broughton High School to deliver some fitness to our P6Bs alongside Mr 
Robertson's gymnastics lessons. Winter Windows invites Edinburgh’s young artists to 



showcase their talents in our streets by designing their own stained-glass window. 
This year’s Winter Windows are themed around ‘A Festive Welcome’ and we’re 
delighted that Mahiya in P6 is one of this year’s winners. Look out for the Winter 
Windows in West Parliament Square and other locations throughout Edinburgh. Thank 
you to our art teacher Dr Stahl for working with our children on this opportunity.  

From the logbooks: Miss Doris Mathie took up her appointment as Head Teacher of 
the new school on the 14th of March 1983 and the decision was taken to change the 
name. The short list was Ferryhill, Groatlaw and Telford. This would be voted upon by 
staff and parents. In April 1983 a sickness bug swept through the school and large 
numbers of staff were absent. The school was closed for the general election on the 
9th of June 1983. When the school opened for the new year in August 1983, there 
were 11 classes with 252 pupils.  Miss Mathie closed the logbook in December 1983 
stating pressure of work and so many days absence cover eating into her time. 

A reminder of dates is given below. All parents were emailed a copy of the calendar in 
August and it’s available on the school website, where we’ve moved it to a more 
prominent place. We’ll update the calendar as Christmas and other events are 
confirmed.  

November Tuesday 12 P7 class visit to Scottish Parliament  
 Wednesday 13 P7 class visit to Scottish Parliament  
 Tuesday 19 Flu vaccinations 
 Thursday 21 Photographer in school 
 Thursday 28 P6B Class Assembly 2pm 
 Thursday 28 Parent Council School Fayre 
December Wednesday 4 & Thursday 5 P2 and P3 Nativity for parents and family 
 Thursday 12 P4B Class Assembly 2pm 
 Tuesday 17 Primary School Pantomime Visit - 

Dunfermline 
 Friday 20 School closes for holiday at 12pm 
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