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Friday, 1st November 2019 

Welcome to Mrs Donna Denny who is our new Development Officer for the Pupil 
Equity Fund. Mrs Denny will be working with individuals, groups and families as part 
of our overall PEF Strategy. 

Our Parent Council worked really hard for this week’s Hallowe’en Parties and children 
really enjoyed themselves. In our assembly today we asked for feedback from children 
about the event. Most of P3-P7 said they preferred the evening event opposed to a 
party in school time. The children said they liked the games, the music/dancing and 
the decorations in the hall. To make it better next time they asked for more decorations 
and more prizes ! A fantastic £400 was raised and this goes directly to supporting the 
P7 visit to Benmore Outdoor Camp. A huge thanks to the Parent Council and the staff 
involved in this event. 

P1 have been learning all about the Hindu festival, Diwali this week. They enjoyed 
listening to the Rama and Sita story and made colourful paper lanterns and rangoli 
patterns to decorate the classroom. At our Time for Reflection Assembly last week, 
the children were pleased to welcome some visitors and our own classmates who are 
part of the Edinburgh Hindu Mandir and Cultural Centre. They performed for us and 
explained the story of Diwali. P1/2 and P2 thoroughly enjoyed their first Scots Songs 
singing session with Alyssa.  They’ve learned lots of new Scottish words and phrases 
and are beginning to learn some traditional Scottish songs.  This will continue for four 
more weeks.  They are looking forward to next week’s session already. P3 classes 
have started preparation for the Nativity by learning songs. The pupils have been given 
copies of the first two songs to help learn the words at home. We’d greatly appreciate 
if you have time to support with this. Primary 4B have enjoyed challenging their 
mindset from ‘I can’t juggle, to I can’t juggle yet’. We have been practising juggling for 
five minutes most days and knitting on a Friday with Mrs High. P5A have now 
completed their 10-week block of swimming lessons. The children have worked really 
hard each week and made excellent progress with swimming skills. Well done!  This 
week was a special water safety session where we learned a lot about water safety in 
the home and outdoors. The children wore pyjamas in the water and role-played 
helping someone in danger with partners. Thanks once again to parents and carers 
for supporting us weekly with swimming kits and getting to and from Craigroyston High 
School. P5B have been working very working hard for their class assembly on Nov 
4th.  Art work is being prepared and lines are being learned.   The children in P6A 
particularly enjoyed their session with the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals. This week P6B have been learning about the assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand in our WWI topic.  Primary 7 classes were busy preparing for the 
Hallowe'en Parties. They’ve been designing posters and creating some amazing 
papier mache ravens with our Art Specialist. 

Congratulations Summer from P7 who passed her performance award with Merit 
through Stagecoach Theatre Arts. Please let us know about your child’s achievements 
outside of school and if we can share these with others. Our first three Bronze Merit 



Achievers will be presented with their certificates at the award ceremony on the 15th 
of November. 

It’s important that children come to school daily with a snack and a water bottle. This 
keeps their energy levels up and keeps them hydrated throughout the day. If children 
come to school without a snack because they’ve forgotten or because a parent hasn’t 
been able to supply one, we will do our best to help. However we are finding more 
families are expecting school to provide snack and we don’t have enough to go round. 
By Tuesday this week we’d run out of the week’s supply ! Please only use our snack 
if in need of help or if your child occasionally forgets. 

From the logbooks: Miss Laidlaw became Acting Head Teacher in August 1982 and 
there were 6 classes. The school merger of Drylaw and Groathill Primary Schools had 
been approved by the Regional Council that month. The school’s participation in a 
concert at the Queen’s Hall saw the Head Teacher transfer musical instruments by 
mini-bus but she herself, “…was unable to attend the concert because of the 
impossibility of finding a parking place in the vicinity of the hall. Delivering and 
collecting the instruments after the concert was very difficult and it is obvious that the 
Queen’s Hall is not at all convenient as the venue for such an exercise.” (Thankfully 
our samba drummers have had more success in recent years.) On the 11th of March 
the staff held their staff meeting which was to be, “… the last day for Groathill Primary 
School and the eve of a new period for primary education in the area.” 
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