
Ferryhill Primary School 

AGM 

Minutes of Parent Council Meeting Held on 11th September 2019 

 

Attendance 

Pam Higgins (PH), Bryan Stark (BS), Leanne Dickson (LD), Rhian Chapman (RC), Kirsty Ferrier 
(KF), Stewart Crabb (SC), Penny Donnelly (PD), Lynne Adamson (LA), Nicola Symington (NS), 
Yvonne Simpson (YS), Musarah Junaid (MJ). 

Apologies 

Alison Scott (AS), Lyndsay Fallon (LF), Dawn Adamson (DA), Cllr Hal Osler (HO) 

Optional Attendees at request of parent council 

Cllr Gavin Barrie (GB), Cllr Max Mitchell (MM) 

 

1. Introductions from all. 
2.  Treasurers report 
– Limited due to access of spreadsheets.  £3639 in bank account as of May 2019  

however there has been a cheque deposited since then.  More accurate report to 
follow at next meeting. 

3.  Election of Office Bearers  

- Lynne Adamson (LA) nominated and voted as Chair, Musarah Junaid (MJ) nominated 
and voted as Vice Chair.  Pam Higgins (PH) remaining in role as Secretary and Yvonne 
Simpson (YS) remaining in role as Treasurer.  Nicola Symington (NS) will become 
second signatory on Bank Account.  No objections made. 

4.  2018/2019 Update (SC)  

- The Parent Council have had a very successful and busy year: 

- Helped to reinstate the Trim Trail to full use. 

- Assisted in ensuring the grass is cut regularly. 

- Helped to restore the playing field to as it was prior to the nursery rebuild. 

- Funded a successful cinema night. 

- Organised a successful Christmas Fayre and Ceilidh. 



- Assisted in the organisation and funding of painted playground games. 

 

5.  School Update (SC)  

- Staff are keen to work with the Parent Council to make the forthcoming year positive 
and successful.   

- SC would like to meet with 2-3 members of the Parent Council prior to meetings to 
discuss issues that have arisen that can be addressed beforehand. 

- The Scottish Government is asking for more empowerment to allow Staff and Parents 
to work together. 

- SC asks what we would like to hear as part of the Head Teachers report at meetings.  
Parent Council to discuss this and respond at next meeting. 

- SC asks if we still wish to have a Christmas Fayre.  A unanimous YES from the Parent 
Council.  Thursday 28th November agreed as date for School Christmas Fayre. 

- SC asks if we wish to host another Ceilidh in 2020.  This will be discussed. 

- Primary 1 classes have been reorganised to allow for more children.  There is now 
P1a, P1b and P1/2.  There is now only spaces in school for catchment children 
coming into the area. 

- The school year started fully staffed however 1 part time teacher of 2 days per week 
has resigned and there is an absence of a teacher and a PSA. 

- Schools Business Manager is remaining on secondment therefore a temporary 
Business Manager is in post at present. 

- Advertisement for a Development Officer to lead PEF (Rainbow Room, attainment, 
improving attendance and parental engagement with learning). 

- School Improvement Plan is on the School Website. 

- School are emailing weekly newsletters to parents. 

- Dates for forthcoming events have been arranged and announced at the beginning of 
the year as previously suggested. 

- 3 informal drop in sessions have been arranged where parents/carers can visit their 
child’s classroom.   

- All classes have been asked to commit to 2 trips per year with organisation for trips 
to be done in advance to allow families to prepare and save. 



- There is a survey live at present asking parents about learning in classrooms which 
Parents and Carers are encouraged to complete. 

- The School Budget last year was £1.24 million with £1.19 million spent on Staff. This 
was an underspend due to lower staff numbers than normal, therefore more was 
spent on supplies and services (a total of £88,000). 

- SC thanks the Parent Council for all the work done in the last year and looks forward 
to the coming year. 

6.  LA asks to set a meeting with SC and RC ASAP to discuss the possibility of hosting a 
Summer Fayre, cake sale around Easter and to discuss different options for the 
Ceilidh e.g. something that can include all children.  LA also suggests regular 
meetings with SC/RC e.g. every 2 weeks to discuss any issues and reduce negative 
atmosphere during monthly meetings.  SC and RC both agree to this.  First meeting 
agreed for 25th September at 9am. 

7.   LD advises that the School is a member of connect.scot and can we access this for 
support.  LA to look in to this further.  LD also suggests the meeting of Parent 
Councils from the 4 cluster schools to share ideas.  Everyone agrees that this would 
be beneficial. 

8. LA suggests a Facebook post or poster displayed in the School grounds of Parent 
Council members so that parents know who we are and can approach us if necessary.  
Agreed on a poster with either PD or YS to take photos.  

9.   RC has asked for suggestions on what the School can do to bring families in e.g. 
sessions on how the School teaches maths and literacy or perhaps a course on 
Raising Children with Confidence. 

10.   Suggestion made for the Pupil Council to meet with the Parent Council to share 
ideas.  All agreed that this would be useful however would require all members of 
the Parent Council to have a PVG certificates.  The School would pay for these 
certificates and there may be a budget to cover this. 

11. LA suggests another quiz night and a bingo night.  Agreed that these would be 
popular and a suggestion made by PH that a cinema night or games night for the 
children could run along side these events for those with no childcare or those with 
children not wanting to participate in a quiz or bingo.  Suggested that a Facebook poll 
would be a good idea to identify factors that stop families attending school events 
e.g. childcare, language barriers, personal experiences of their own time at school. 

12. GB suggested that we look at the agenda and minutes for Education of Children and 
Families and see if anything is relevant.  The dates of upcoming meetings are online 
with the agendas released 5 days prior to the meeting.  LA has agreed to do this. 



13. MJ asks if the School Photographs can be taken earlier in the year as currently it is 
just before Christmas which causes financial pressures for some to purchase them.  
SC advises that there is a possibility to change the date however the date is set as 
this as a lot of families purchase the School Photographs as Christmas presents. 

14. GB states that local Community Councils are currently recruiting members and 
advises that the School can be an associate member.  SC receives information 
regarding this.  PH and PD are current Community Councillors.  PH to forward GB’s 
email to Parent Council members. 

15. PD advises that The Shed (in Muirhouse) do woodworking projects for the 
community and can build or restore certain items.  SC advises that the benches in the 
Rainbow Garden need refurbished.  PD and BS will enquire about this. 

16. SC states that any events, projects, community groups etc can also be posted on 
School Facebook page. 

17. PH asks if there is any maximum number of Parent Council members.  SC advises that 
there is a minimum, but not a maximum. 

18. Christmas Fayre organisation meetings to commence twice weekly from the 
beginning of October in the Family Room of the Nursery. 

19.   Next meeting Wednesday 6th November 2019 6pm – 7pm. 


