
Ferryhill Primary School Head Teacher’s Weekly Newsletter 

Friday, 11th October 2019 

We’ve had a busy, productive first term at Ferryhill. As we close this term in preparation 
for our holiday, we hope everyone enjoyed reading last week’s newsletter which 
celebrated all the good work we’ve done this term. Thanks to all children, staff and 
parents who’ve contributed to make this such a successful term. Look out for news of 
a special evening event on the 31st of October for children in P1-P3 and P4-P7 to 
celebrate Hallowe’en with a parties organised by the P7s and the Parent Council. 

The children in the nursery have been learning all about Autumn and taking part in lots 
of activities relating to Autumn too.  We’ve been collecting leaves and using these to 
compare size and shape as well as using these for some art work.  We’ve been finding 
out what happens to animals as the weather turns colder and this made us think about 
what clothes we need to wear when playing in the nursery garden and when we visit 
the woods.  Some children have been keen to explore our small work village and find 
out more about people who help us.  Primary 1 have showed a great understanding 
of the role of firefighters in our People Who Help Us topic. The children have been role 
playing and demonstrating ways to respond in a fire emergency. They were very 
excited to find out more when the fire engine visited us on Friday. Primary 1/2 and 
Primary 2 have been working hard all term on their listening skills. The teachers and 
other adults in the school have noticed how well they are doing.  In particular, in P.E. 
the children are able to follow instructions safely and sensibly.  In their teams they are 
cooperating well with their peers. In P3A we’ve been working on speaking loudly and 
clearly to the class. Some pupils spoke to the whole school in assembly extremely well 
when sharing Building Resilience work. The whole class did some acting to the whole 
school too about Health. P3B have had a super busy week practising and performing 
their class assembly. Well done for all the fantastic work the children and teachers put 
in and thanks to all the parents who came along to support them. The class have also 
had a busy week learning, looking at the different parts of the brain and they’ve started 
an experiment on germs. We can’t wait to see the results after the holidays ! P5A 
children have been talking, writing and drawing about all their many their Get Active! 
activities in and out of school this term, including swimming, rugby, Daily Mile, football, 
basketball, cycling and rollerskating. We have also created a class mind map about 
the different ways we each rest and ‘recharge our batteries’. The class had so many 
positive ideas, including reading, playing, watching movies and being outside. You will 
be able to see all our ideas  on our corridor display soon. During Maths Week Scotland, 
Primary 7A were learning about multiplying and dividing decimals by 10, 100 and 
1000. They took their learning outside, using the wide space of the playground, to 
demonstrate place value and to create maths challenges for each other. 

From the logbooks: January 1982 started with heavy snow and 15 degrees below zero 
frost meant it was too cold for anyone to play outside. In March 1982 Drylaw School 
went on fire and Primaries 4-7 were immediately housed in this school building. Infants 
from the P1-P3 classes arrived a day later. A member of staff travelled to Glasgow for 
the Papal Visit in June 1982. A meeting for parents on the 17th of June to discuss the 



closure of Drylaw School notes that nothing was resolved, however discussions with 
staff continued. The Head Teacher, Mrs Henderson, retired at the end of June 1982. 

We finish school for our holidays on Friday, 11th October and children return to school 
on Wednesday, 23rd October. Staff return to school a bit earlier with two busy in service 
days planned for them. We hope everyone has a great break. 

 

Stewart Crabb - Head Teacher 
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