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There’s a changed format for this week’s newsletter as parent consultation meetings 
help us celebrate all the good work going on in our school. It’s great to see so many 
of you at the consultation meetings and many parents commented on how helpful they 
found these meetings. Children and staff worked hard on their Pupil Progress Books 
and we hope you enjoyed looking through them.  

In this school we offer a high level of support to individuals and groups of children as 
we have two additional part time teachers as well as Pupil Support Assistants and two 
Pupil Support Officers. Much of this additional support is funded through our additional 
Pupil Equity Funding. We are also using PEF to support families facing financial 
challenges to make the cost of the school day as minimal as we can make it. 

Visitors who come to work with our children have given us lots of positive comments 
about their experiences here and it’s great to get such good feedback. Staff are 
currently planning a range of interesting visits out of school and you’ll hear more about 
these visits as plans are finalised.  

Our Bronze Merit Award Ceremonies will be starting again soon. We look forward to 
welcoming you to the school to help celebrate your child’s Bronze Award Achievement 
when the time comes.  

We’re working hard with our new Big Maths approach and children are enjoying the 
interactive challenges that go with this. Children enjoyed sharing their work on the Get 
Active Building Resilience topic, thanks to all families who helped with the homework 
tasks. ‘Active’ our children certainly are, with classes participating in daily mile, rugby, 
swimming and bikeability this past week. A special thanks to the great team of parents 
helping P5 with their swimming visits. Big Golden Time has been running successfully 
again this term and it’s great to see children enjoying these mixed-stage groupings. 
This helped us achieve our Sport Scotland Bronze Award. 

There’s lots of outdoor learning going on throughout the school and the lessons from 
our PE and Art specialist teachers are much enjoyed. Play-based learning has really 
taken off in our early years, we hope you enjoyed seeing this in action when you visited 
the school for our recent Open Days. We have additional music lessons taking place 
with music specialists visiting P1 and P3, ukulele for P4 and P5 and cello lessons for 
individuals further up the school. 

Our Eco Group are working on the next Green Flag assessment. Can you believe we 
already hold 5 Green Flags ? This is a remarkable achievement. Thank you to all the 
children who take their responsibilities so seriously with P5 Litter Busters, P6 Buddies 
and P7 Prefects. Children are also engaged as Junior Road Safety Officers and Eco 
Group Members. The new Pupil Council will be relaunched soon and our Sports 
Leaders are busy working on their new projects. 

We forget how lucky we are at Ferryhill to have such amazing grounds. There’s lots 
going on at break and lunchtimes: loose parts play; games on the new playground 
markings; dens being built in the forest (sometimes making us think carefully about 



how we all get along together); football in the field; acrobatics across the trim trail; and 
a whole lot more. Thanks to Fetlor volunteers who are working alongside our lunchtime 
teams. Each member of the senior leadership team takes a turn on lunchtime duty. 
On my duty day I was pleased to see the Pupil Support team spread throughout the 
school and grounds, enthusiastically helping children with their play and providing 
support when conflicts arose. 

Our new Parent Council have got off to a great start. They’re a very enthusiastic group 
and they’re busy working on two events just now. The School Fayre is a hugely popular 
event and we hope you’ll support it again this year. A new event this year will be 
evening Hallowe’en Parties. The P7 children and the Parent Council are working 
together on these. More news soon. 

Our computers have been refreshed by the City of Edinburgh Council and pupils and 
staff alike are enjoying our new machines. This has made a huge improvement to our 
ICT Suite for learning. Our class set of iPads continue to be well used throughout the 
school. Some of the classes are working on coding, animation and engineering with 
ICT. We’re making extensive use of ICT in our communications with parents and the 
wider community and hope that the increased use of email for letters and information 
is helping you keep in touch. Check out our Facebook and Twitter pages ! Our website 
contains a lot of information about the school and should be a useful source of 
reference for you. 

Finally, Monday saw our return to competitive sports events. A group of P5 pupils 
represented Ferryhill at a Touch Rugby tournament at Murrayfield stadium. They were 
a credit to the school and members of the public commented positively about the pupils 
whilst on public transport. At the tournament the pupils finished 3rd in their group and 
went on to play a third place final where they drew 3-3 with Dean Park. Well done ! 
The team were presented with the ‘Fair Play’ award for their efforts and we are very 
proud of them.  

Holidays are coming up soon. We finish school on Friday, 11th October and children 
return to school on Wednesday, 23rd October. Staff return to school a bit earlier with 
two busy in service days planned for them. Remember to check dates on the annual 
calendar we sent you, this is also available on the school website if you’ve misplaced 
your copy.  

 

Stewart Crabb - Head Teacher 
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