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Hope you all enjoyed your visits to classrooms last week. The children and staff 
certainly enjoyed welcoming you into the school. We hope you had a relaxing holiday 
on Monday. 

P1 are working hard on learning to count, write and recognise numbers. We are also 
learning about 2D shapes. Our school cook came to tell us all about her job as we 
learn more about people who help us. The children listened well and asked good 
questions. This week Primary 1/ 2 and Primary 2 have had a number of visitors from 
within the school to talk about the jobs they do.  Thank you to the janitor, the dinner 
ladies and the office ladies for sharing what they do for us around the school.  The 
children listened well and asked interesting questions.  The dental nurses had also 
popped in for a visit a few weeks ago with Gnasher to remind the children the 
importance of brushing their teeth. P3A have been developing our skills in working 
together with others. We’ve worked in groups on a Science activity in the woods and 
as part of a team in gym. We have also been working with partners in class to check 
each other's work. The pupils have been working extremely well together.  P3B have 
been working on learning tricky words.  We are finding fun ways to write and learn 
them.  We’ve been learning more about our bodies and how to look after them as well 
as understanding about blood.P4A started to find out what we know about 2D and 3D 
shapes and continued with our Big Maths challenges. We’ve been working on 
describing characters and wrote our own descriptions of Willy Wonka from Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. P4B have loved working hard with the Ukulele 
teachers. They’ve been learning about the history of the ukulele, the names of all the 
different part of the ukulele, and all of the different cords. We have been creating our 
own rhymes to help us remember the names of the different strings – some more 
topical than others. We look forward to learning even more over the next few weeks. 
P5A made great progress in their ukulele lesson this week. They learned the C, Am, 
G7 and F chords, played two tunes and sang along too. Some children even performed 
for the class. P6A have been looking at measuring and drawing angles this week using 
protractors. They learned that we have to put the protractor on the vertex which is the 
point where the two lines meet and read around the scale on the protractor to find out 
how many degrees the angles was. It was quite tricky to begin with but they’re getting 
much more confident now. They went outside into the playground and woods to see if 
they could find different types of angles in our school environment and took photos of 
them using the iPad. They had to be very creative to find all the different types of 
angles they were looking for and some ended up making different angles using their 
bodies to make different shapes. It was great fun. Keep an eye on the school website 
to see some of the pictures they took and the angles they discovered. This week P6B 
have been measuring angles in the playground and in our Titanic topic we have been 
looking at the effects of salt, air and water on ice to find out the effects of saltwater on 
icebergs.  Our P7 pupils are studying the Scottish Parliament and, in Art, had a close 
look at the facade of the building. They sketched the distinct windows of the MSPs' 
offices, the 'thinking windows', and then made a series of collages reflecting the 
unusual shapes which make the Parliament building so unique. Displayed in the main 



corridor of the school, the pupils' works are a celebration of abstraction, repetition and 
rhythm. An interesting fact is that two of our P7 Ferryhill parents were involved in 
building the Scottish Parliament. Some photos are on Facebook. Remember you don’t 
need to have an account to look at our Facebook posts – just click on the link from the 
school website. As part of their topic about the Scottish Parliament, Primary 7A have 
been writing their own manifestos and coming up with policies they would like to 
introduce if they were in power. They have been learning how to write persuasively to 
get their points across. Primary 7 have been furthering their learning in computer 
science by learning about Constants, Variables and Conditionals.  They played games 
such as table tennis, connect 4, snap and Dobble before breaking the games down 
into computer code offline.  For example in table tennis the table is a Constant, the 
positions of the players are Variables and If player A hits the net then player B gets a 
point is a Conditional.   Next they will be using what they have learned to code their 
own games onto our microbits. 

We’ve had a few recent cases of parents approaching other children in the playground 
regarding incidents out of school. Please don’t approach another child in the 
playground. If you have a concern about something that’s happened in school, please 
speak to a member of staff. If you have an issue with something happening out of 
school then you must take this up with other parents out of school or contact police if 
you think a crime has been committed.  

We were pleased to congratulate Taylor P4 who brought in her Destination Judo 
Player of the Week trophy and Ruby P4 who showed us her medal from Spartans 
Football. We love to hear of the success our children enjoy out of school – please let 
us know. 

Finally, looking back in history, here’s this week’s selection from the logbooks: 
Refurbishment work in the summer of 1979 saw the showers being tiled (the shower 
room is now a cupboard at the back of the office). In October the Head Teacher 
attended a meeting to consider the abolition of corporal punishment. The school was 
dismissed early one day in November for an in-service meeting where the decision 
was taken to stop all corporal punishment until June 1980. In February 1980 a first 
meeting to discuss the future merger of Groathill and Drylaw Schools was held. The 
Head Teacher reports, “… it was reasonably peaceful.” There were a number of days 
of strike action, “…against the government,” in May.  
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