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Recent New Appointments

Welcome to our school
newsletter. We are trying a new
format of newsletter which will
only be available online or through
email. We’ll be able to include
colour, more pictures and links to
useful information. The new
format will also reduce staff time
and save paper. We hope you
enjoy reading our school news.

Welcome to the following staff
who have joined us in the last few
weeks:

Termly Newsletters
Each class teacher produces a
termly newsletter which is sent
home with the children. Teachers
use these to share news and give
information about what’s
happening in class. We hope you
find these useful for keeping in
touch about what’s going on.

Dr K Campbell, our new music
teacher who’ll be working with P4P6/7 classes.
Ms M Robertson our P7 teacher
one day each week.
Ms C MacDonald, who has joined
our Pupil Support Assistant team.
Ms J Donaldson who has joined
us as an Early Years Practitioner
in our nursery.
Ms D Corall who has been
appointed as a permanent Pupil
Support Assistant.

Fifth Green Flag
We are very pleased to announce
our fifth Green Flag. Well done to
everyone involved in achieving
this. The new Eco Group has
carried out an Environmental
Review and decided that the main
focus for our next Green Flag
will be litter, food and the
environment - water. We will be
looking at Global Citizenship over
the next couple of months.
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Learning and
teaching at Ferryhill
Learning through the Expressive
Arts – music, drama, dance and
art is an important aspect of a
child’s development. This learning
is undertaken in classrooms as
part of the on-going curriculum.
However, there are a number of
additional Expressive Arts
activities going on in school just
now.
Drama with Monica

Art Exhibition

Food for Thought

Our Primary 3 classes have
thoroughly enjoyed the drama
workshops they’ve been doing
with Monica Gibb, a former BBC
actress. They’ve been learning
mime, expression and presenting
a storyline. Monica will be back in
the new year to do some more
work with the classes.

We hope you were able to come
along and see all the lovely art
work our children have been
producing. The exhibition took
place on Friday, 24th November.
The children were very grateful for
your encouraging feedback.

Additional funding has allowed us
to purchase new resources for
cooking and growing. We’re
working with Business in the
Community volunteers to add new
planters to our playground so
children can become involved in
growing activities. We’ve
purchased cooking resources so
groups of children can cook and
bake. P4-P7 have already been
cooking soup, baking with apples
and making examples of food
from the war years. Mrs
Bannerman, who recently retired,
is back as a volunteer to help us
with this and we’re extremely
grateful for her help. The children
have really enjoyed the project so
far. Now we are asking parents to
come in and help with a special
week of cooking and baking –
please return the form if you’re
able to help us.

Ferryhill Nativity
Primary 3 will once again lead our
nativity in December. The children
in Primary 1 and 2 will support the
P3s with singing from the floor.
Tickets should be purchased in
advance – look out for information
coming soon.

Ukulele
Children in P4 and P5 have been
enjoying their weekly ukulele
lessons with visiting specialists
Eleanor and Laurence. In a short
time, the children have been able
to learn the basics of the
instrument and play some tunes.

Literacy and Numeracy
Resources
We have a wonderful range of
games and activities for parents
and children in primary 1 to enjoy
literacy and numeracy at home.
Thank you to our parent
volunteers, Lynne and Musarah
who are going to start the weekly
organisation for this. Parents can
choose a pack if they’re able to
come into school or we’ll send
one home with each child. Please
help us to look after these packs
so everyone can enjoy using
them.

School email:
admin@ferryhill.edin.sch.uk
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Class Assemblies

Pupil Equity Funding

Sickness and Diarrhoea

Well done P6/7 who shared
learning about the world wars in a
special Remembrance Day event
attended by their families Thank
you P4A for sharing a range of
interesting facts about Drylaw
past and present. More class
assemblies coming in 2018.

We were pleased to receive extra
funding this year to undertake
additional work to support pupils.
Our plans identified three main
strands which are briefly outlined
below.

Health guidelines state that a child
should not return to school until
48 hours after the last episode of
sickness or diarrhoea. This is to
prevent the spread of infection.

Christmas Fayre
Our Parent Council are busy
organising the annual Christmas
Fayre. They work really hard on
this for the benefit of the children
in our school. Your help and
support is greatly appreciated.
Recruitment
The increase in pupil numbers at
Ferryhill and an extra allocation of
Pupil Equity Funding has seen us
busy with a recruitment drive to
appoint additional staff.
Unfortunately, we are not yet fully
staffed with many posts still to be
filled. For some of these posts,
candidates have been selected
and we await the outcome of
recruitment checks. For other
posts, interviews take place in the
next few weeks. We look forward
to reaching our full staff number
early in 2018.
Facebook
The school’s Facebook page is
used for short, quick
announcements and for sharing
news instantly. You don’t need to
have a Facebook account to view
the page. Simply go into a search
engine and type Ferryhill Primary
School Edinburgh Facebook.
Then click on the link.

Reminders !
Outdoor education – to employ a
teacher to develop outdoor
education with children and staff.
Mr Prowse, Principal Teacher has
been working with classes across
the school. Our first group of
classes have completed 6 weeks
of outdoor learning and there
have been lots of opportunities to
extend what they have learned in
class. Our main aim in these
sessions was to develop our team
working skills and thinking about
how we can use our school
grounds as a resource for
learning.

Please help us to enhance safety
for children by remembering these
important points:
•

•
•
•

•

Nurturing school – to further
develop a nurturing ethos at
Ferryhill including a dedicated
nurture room. Mrs Napier,
Principal Teacher has been
leading staff in taking forward
training. Our nurture room has
recently been opened. A number
of children across the school are
beginning to benefit from this
additional support. See more
about this later in the newsletter.
Family engagement – to develop
further support for families. Our
original plan was to recruit a Pupil
and Family Support Teacher to
undertake this work. After three
rounds of advertisement and
interviews we have not yet been
able to recruit a teacher.
However, we have recently
appointed two new Pupil Support
Officers who will take forward our
plans in this area.

•

Children should not be in
the forest area
unsupervised
Parents should not use the
school car park
Do not park on zig zag
lines – it’s illegal !
Do not park in the area in
front of the school gates –
it blocks emergency
services
Please report to school
office when entering our
building – do not go
directly to classrooms
No dogs in the school
playground

Around the Clubs !
Edinburgh Active Schools run a
number of sports and dance clubs
for our children. However the
school also offers a P6/7
homework activity club in
conjunction with Spartans FC. We
also offer choir for P5-7 children
and samba drumming for P6/7. In
conjunction with BATS, we have a
lunchtime rugby club for P6/7.
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Samba Drumming

Primary 7 Leaving Events

Our samba drumming club has
enjoyed considerable success in
the past, playing in events as far
away as Brighton and Liverpool.
This year we’ve seen huge
demand for places at the club so
we’re pleased to announce the
creation of a second club to meet
demand. Last weekend the band
played at Edinburgh’s switching
on of the Christmas lights.

Each year the staff work incredibly
hard to give our Primary 7
children a great send off as they
leave us for high school. We
organise a P7 Leaver’s Quali
which is a celebratory evening
held in the school. There is no
charge to the pupils for attending
this event. However in recent
years we’ve seen lots of money
spent on limos, party dresses,
kilts and dinner afterwards. The
after party events, such as party
buses, limos and restaurant meals
have occasionally caused
disagreements between parents
and children.

Dates for Your Diaries
Thu 30th Nov School Fayre
Wed 6th Dec Nativity
Thu 7th Dec Nativity
Wed 20th Dec Panto Visit
Fri 22nd Dec – school closes for
Christmas Holiday 12 noon
Tues 9th Jan School reopens
Wed 10th Jan Parent Council
Thu 11th Jan Uniform Swap
Fri 12th Jan Progress Books
Tues 23rd Jan Ceilidh
Fri 9th Feb – school closes for
February mid term break
Mon 19th Feb School reopens
Wed 21st Feb Parent Council
Fri 16th Mar Progress Books
Thu 22nd Mar and Fri 23rd Mar –
parent consultation meetings
Thu 29th Mar – school closes for
Easter holiday
Tues 17th Apr School reopens
Wed 25th Apr Parent Council
Mon 7th May – Holiday
Tues 8th May – in Service Day
Wed 9th May P6 Languages Event
Wed 16th May Parent Council
Mon 21st May – Holiday
Wed 23 May Primary Sports Day
Wed 30th May P4-P6 Show
Thu 31st May P4-P6 Show
Fri 15th Jun End of Term Reports
Tues 26th Jun P7 Quali
Thu 28th Jun P7 Valedictory
Fri 29th Jun – school closes for
summer holiday

Parents are free to make their
own decisions however, I ask you
to consider whether costs have
spiralled out of control. Please do
not feel under pressure to spend
lots of money preparing for this
event. We would like the Primary
7 children to come along and
enjoy the school event. Children
only need to dress smartly, as
they would for any other party. We
provide a good buffet for the
children at no cost.
The Valedictory Service will be
held in Drylaw Parish Church at
9.30 am on Thursday, 28th June.
This is a change to previous years
when the service was held on
Wednesday mornings. The
change has been made to give
more time for children and staff to
prepare for both the Quali and the
Valedictory. It also brings the
closing service closer to the end
of the school year.

Bronze Awards

Congratulations to children now
achieving Bronze awards. Bronze
is presented when a child reaches
25 Merits. When Bronze is
achieved, an appointment is
arranged for the child to meet with
the Head Teacher to complete an
entry in the Bronze Award Book
and prepare for the presentation
in our Bronze Award Ceremony.
At this point a letter is sent to
parents inviting them to attend the
ceremony. We usually try to give
a week’s notice but if you cannot
attend on the date given, or if your
child is off sick that day, please let
us know and we’ll arrange an
alternative date. There can
sometimes be a delay between
achieving the Merit and
arrangements being made for the
ceremony. There have been
occasions where parents have
come in for a Bronze Merit
Ceremony only to find their child
is not due to be presented that
day. Please come along on the
date indicated on the letter as
children sometimes get excited
and confuse the dates.
Ceremonies usually take place on
Friday mornings at 9.15 am.
Parents are welcome to come into
school just after the bell rings and
can leave when the last award is
presented. This takes no more
than 30 minutes.
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Equalities and Anti Bullying
Policy
Our new Equalities and AntiBullying Policy has just been
published. This policy has been
written and agreed for all the
schools in the Broughton High
School cluster. We are currently
working with the Parent Council to
produce a quick guide for parents
and we’ll undertake work in school
to launch our new policy. You can
access the new policy on the new
website by clicking on the link
below:
https://ferryhillprimary.com/brough
ton-cluster-equality-diversity-andanti-bullying-policy-andprocedures/

Behaviour Working Party
Some of the Parent Council
members took part in our October
InService Day as we began the
process of reviewing our
Behaviour Policy. We have now
established a Working Group
comprising staff and parents to
continue this development work.
The group will be consulting with
all parents and children as they
develop a new Behaviour Policy
and Procedures for the school.
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School Aims

School Library

Thank you to everyone who
responded to our recent
consultation about the school
aims. We had a great response
rate for this and we’re currently
analysing the information you’ve
given us. More information
coming soon.

Miss Cruickshank is doing a great
job developing our new library.
Children, selected from classes
across the school, are helping
with this. We’ll bring further news
in a future newsletter.

Ferryhill Nursery
Holidays in Term Time
Should you be planning a holiday
in term time, please write to us to
inform us of the date. You will
receive a letter of
acknowledgement stating that the
holiday will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence. However if
you are able to provide evidence
from an employer we will write to
you to confirm an authorised
absence.

Edinburgh School Holidays
Click on the link below to see the
school holidays for 2018-2019:
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/
20074/schools/20/term_dates/2

Curriculum Entitlements

School Choir

We are drawing up a list of
curriculum ‘entitlements’ for our
school. This highlights what we
aim to deliver for children at
Ferryhill as they move through the
school. We will consult with
parents and children about this.
Please look out for information
about this coming soon.

Thanks to Mrs Torbett and Mrs
Cowan who run our school choir
on Tuesdays. The choir are taking
part in filming for STV. Their
Christmas songs will appear on
television during the festive
period.

Our brand new nursery opened in
August and we welcome all our
new children and their families to
Ferryhill. The nursery offers
fantastic indoor and outdoor
learning and we hope you are as
impressed with it as we are. We’ll
be offering a session in the new
year for parents to find out more
about the new approaches to
learning. The section below tells
you a bit about the ideas behind
the design.
Edinburgh’s Interior Designers
worked with the Early Years Team
to research, design and plan
sector leading designs in
nurseries. From the flooring to the
lighting, the furniture to the
windows, everything has been
researched and carefully
designed. Natural colours help
create a calming and nurturing
environment for children, families
and staff. We’ve built the natural
world into our new nursery with
real timber in the interior and
exterior. Solid wooden furniture
has been used as much as
possible to create a nurturing yet
exciting play environment which
promotes creativity, imagination,
flexibility and the opportunity for
children to move.
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The Rainbow
Room
We are delighted that our new
school nurture base ‘The Rainbow
Room’ is now almost fully
resourced and ready to go! Small
groups including the P1&2 Rocket
Club have already started using it
and our Nurture Group will begin
soon.

Nurture Groups are an in-school
support to help children develop
their social, emotional and
behavioural skills in a small, group
structured, home like
environment. All sorts of children
join nurture groups, for all sorts of
reasons. The aim of our nurture
group is to encourage the child to
want to go to school, to take pride
in their learning and to learn and
grow at a pace that is right for
them.A leaflet about Nurture at
Ferryhill will be coming home with
your child shortly.
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